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of these hateful messages, social media platforms 
actively amplified them, due to features that reward 
divisive and inflammatory content. Anti-LGBTQI* 
rhetoric was also spread by influencers and com-
munities with substantial followings and reach un-
der the guise of alternative health and wellness 
content. These communities used a combination 
of health misinformation and abusive rhetoric to 
launder hostile views towards gender minorities, 
highlighting a complex nexus of online harms. 

Ultimately, this policy brief exposes the tactics and 
narratives used by a diverse range of actors to 
fuel an increasingly persuasive anti-feminist mobi-
lisation online – one that is actively undermining 
progress on gender equality and human rights. 
Unfortunately, its findings are neither unique nor 
confined to the contexts of the respective case stu-
dies. Rather, they reflect broader patterns of mi-
sogynistic violence impacting electoral processes 
worldwide, where abuse, harassment, and online 
gender-based violence (OGBV) against women 
and sexual and gender minorities has become in-
creasingly common. 

As this policy brief will show, the potential con-
sequences of anti-feminist movements online are 
far-reaching and severe. They include the silencing 
of women and gender minorities, the erosion of 
democratic participation and discourse, and the 
potential incitement of offline violence. They also 
obstruct progress towards gender justice and equa-
lity. In order to combat online gendered abuse, 
disinformation, harassment, and hate, we offer the 
following policy recommendations for regulators, 
policymakers, and online platforms and services: 

EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY
 
Based on targeted case studies developed in col-
laboration with the Institute for Strategic Dialogue 
(ISD), this policy brief analyses the spread of gen-
dered disinformation and online misogyny in the 
run-up to the 2024 French and US elections. It 
offers compelling empirical evidence that demon-
strates how online anti-feminist mobilisations wea-
ponise gendered disinformation to shape public 
discourse, undermine feminist and democratic 
imperatives, and influence electoral outcomes. 

Key Findings:

In the months leading up to the 2024 Parliamen-
tary Elections in France, a hostile online environ-
ment targeted women and minority political candi-
dates, especially those with intersecting identities 
or progressive political views. Sexualised, trans-
phobic, and racist narratives were prevalent in 
posts identified by researchers across Telegram, 
Instagram, and TikTok – often amplified by far-
right, conspiratorial, and/or Kremlin-affiliated 
actors. In some cases, users posted content that 
appeared to condone or encourage sexualised or 
physical violence against women political candi-
dates, reflecting a concerning normalisation of 
violence against women in public life. 

In the United States, gendered disinformation was 
not only used to attack individual women candi-
dates but also as part of wider efforts to curtail 
women’s rights and reproductive autonomy. Anti-
feminist slogans such as ‘Repeal the 19th’ and 
‘your body, my choice’ spread widely before and 
immediately after the presidential election, reflec-
ting broader patterns of misogynistic mobilisation 
in the US that have gained particular traction since 
the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn Roe vs. 
Wade in 2022. Rather than curtailing the spread 
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For Regulators:

• Ensure online platforms and services comply 
with the requirements from the Digital Services Act 
(DSA), including platform transparency and data 
access, and that this is overseen and enforced via 
independent regulators, such as Arcom.

For Online Platforms and Services: 

• Consistently enforce existing policies on hate, di-
scrimination and OGBV, and work with researchers 
and regulators to update relevant systems, policies 
and processes to reflect the latest research on the 
efficacy of mitigation measures.

• Develop and standardise reporting transparency 
and reporting efforts on OGBV.

For Policymakers:

• Ensure support for women and sexual and gen-
der minorities in public life, particularly those tar-
geted by gendered disinformation, to safeguard 
their participation in politics and public discourse. 

• Adopt a whole-of-society approach, prioritising 
inclusive education and digital literacy initiatives. 

• Increase funding for research on the impact of 
gendered disinformation and OGBV.
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- designed to restrict an individual’s right to ex-
pression or push them out of the public sphere. 
Online misogynistic violence is an issue that is 
increasingly pervasive in our societies. Global-
ly, four out of five women parliamentarians have 
faced psychological violence online, including 
bullying and verbal abuse, and over 40% have 
received threats of assault, sexualised violence or 
death (Ngaire Woods, 2023). 

Beyond the personal harm experienced by indi-
vidual victim-survivors, gendered disinformation 
poses broader risks to democracy. A growing 
body of feminist scholarship highlights the intrin-
sic relationship between misogyny and authorita-
rianism, noting that they mutually reinforce one 
another. Women and sexual and gender minori-
ties are often at the forefront of defending fun-
damental rights and liberal democratic values 
internationally, which makes them a particularly 
important target for authoritarian and illiberal ac-
tors. As a result, silencing these voices, especially 
through the strategic use of social media, has be-
come a powerful method for weakening democra-
tic efforts and institutions (Di Meco, 2023). 

2024 was a historic year for democracy. Global-
ly, more voters than ever before headed to the 
polls to cast their vote in elections taking place 
across at least 70 countries. In a world marked by 
polarisation and democratic decline, the “super 
election year” sparked widespread concern that 
(AI-driven) disinformation would threaten the in-
tegrity of electoral processes. In 2024, the World 
Economic Forum ranked “AI-generated misinfor-
mation and disinformation” as the second most 
likely risk to cause a “crisis on a global scale”, 
while experts warned of its potential to fuel in-
stability, unsettle faith in democratic institutions, 
and exacerbate division within and between 
states. However, despite the growing awareness 
of the danger disinformation can pose to demo-
cratic processes, feminist and gender-sensitive 
perspectives have remained largely absent from 
the mainstream discourse. As a growing body of 
feminist research has demonstrated, disinforma-
tion has a disproportionate impact on women and 
sexual and gender minorities. Often weaponised 
against women and minority political candidates, 
gendered disinformation can function as a form 
of technology-facilitated gender-based violence 

INTRODUCTION
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This policy brief highlights the growing threat po-
sed by gendered disinformation and online miso-
gyny in electoral contexts, with a particular focus 
on the 2024 French and US elections. Drawing 
on targeted case studies developed in collabora-
tion with the Institute for Strategic Dialogue (ISD), 
it details the strategic use of online misogynistic 
abuse to silence women and minority candidates, 
distort public discourse, and undermine demo-
cratic participation. The policy brief is structured 
as follows: 

• It begins by providing a definition of the term 
gendered disinformation. It then identifies the 
main actors and distribution channels that facili-
tate its spread.

• It then presents the findings of the French and 
US case studies, analysing real examples of hate 
speech, online misogyny and gender-based vio-
lence extracted from social media platforms and 
messaging channels. 

• It concludes with a set of actionable policy re-
commendations for regulators, policymakers, and 
online platforms and services designed to address 
the threat posed by gendered disinformation.
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PART 1: 
KEY CONCEPTS & 
DEFINITIONS

What is Disinformation? 

Disinformation can be defined as the deliberate 
dissemination of false or inaccurate information 
to intentionally deceive or mislead the public 
(European Commission, 2018). The term is ty-
pically used to refer to a broad range of issues 
including hate speech, conspiracy theories, ru-
mours, manipulated content, and state propa-
ganda. Often marked by falsity, malign intent, 
and coordination (Jankowicz et al., 2024), dis-
information differs from misinformation, which 
can be described as the unintentional sharing 
of false information without the aim of causing 
harm (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017).

What is Gendered Disinformation?

A growing body of feminist research has highl-
ighted the disproportionate impact that disinfor-
mation has on women and sexual and gender 
minorities. This specific subset of identity-dri-
ven disinformation targets individuals based 
on their gender and is usually referred to as 
“gendered disinformation” (Di Meco & Wilfo-
re, 2021; United Nations General Assembly, 
2023).

Gendered disinformation causes harm in a 
number of different ways:

• As a form of “technology-facilitated gen-
der-based violence” (TFGBV), gendered dis-
information impacts individuals on a personal 
level. This kind of disinformation employs mi-
sogynistic tropes or stereotypes to attack an in-
dividual’s character - often with the intention of 
restricting their right to expression or pushing 
them out of the public sphere (Jankowicz et al., 
2024). Women with intersecting identities are 
targeted more often, with additional racialised, 
ableist, homophobic, and/or religiously moti-
vated attacks compounding the harm caused 
(CFFP, 2025). In some cases, gendered disin-
formation is even used to incite physical and/or 
sexualised violence against women and gender 
minorities in public life. 

• Beyond individual harm, gendered disinfo-
mation can cause societal or structural harm 
when it targets policy objectives or movements 
aimed at advancing human rights and gender 
equality. This kind of disinformation is often de-
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signed to provoke moral panic around gender 
and sexuality issues, counteract the influence of 
so-called “gender ideology” and hinder sup-
port for policies related to sexual and repro-
ductive health and rights (SRHR) or LGBTQI* 
rights (Dip, 2022; Denkovski, 2021). In some 
cases, authoritarian actors leverage gendered 
disinformation to consolidate power by vilifying 
gender minorities, fostering division, eroding 
trust in democratic institutions, and stifling calls 
for government accountability (Di Meco & Wil-
fore, 2021).

Gendered Disinformation & 
Artificial Intelligence

Gendered disinformation is not necessari-
ly new. However, the proliferation of artificial 
intelligence (AI) has increased the scope and 
scale of the threat it poses to a dramatic extent. 
AI exacerbates the issue of gendered disin-
formation by amplifying hateful or misleading 
content online and also increasing the pace of 
its spread. AI-driven algorithms used by social 
media platforms are designed with the primary 
objective of boosting user engagement. They 
are therefore much more likely to promote in-
flammatory or manipulated content that per-
forms well, as opposed to accurate information 
that fails to hold the attention of users (Di Meco, 
2023; Stolze, 2024). 

For example, a 2024 study by researchers at 
the University of Kent and University College 
London (UCL) found that TikTok’s algorithm was 
actively amplifying and directing misogynistic 
content towards young people. Through increa-
sed usage, users were exposed to content about 
women and LGBTQI* individuals that became 

increasingly hateful and extreme (UCL, 2024). 
AI-driven tools have also been used to automate 
harassment campaigns, for example via automa-
ted bot accounts on social media. This AI-boos-
ted automation is used to amplify the volume of 
disinformation attacks and makes these attempts 
harder to counter (CFFP, 2025). 

Furthermore, due to the increasing availability 
of generative AI tools, which are largely unre-
gulated, it has become possible for anyone to 
create misleading or manipulated content in 
large quantities. One of the leading concerns re-
garding generative AI is known as “deepfakes”. 
Deepfakes use AI to replace, alter, or mimic a 
person’s face or voice and place them into new 
contexts or create false dialogue. Deepfakes 
are often pornographic in nature and overwhel-
mingly impact women. Anyone can be a victim 
of deepfake imaged-based sexual abuse, but 
gender minorities in positions of authority or 
with a higher profile are targeted most often 
(Stolze, 2024; Romero Moreno, 2024; Equality 
Now, 2024; Lalonde, 2024).
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PART 2: MAIN ACTORS 
SPREADING GENDERED 
DISINFORMATION &  
CHANNELS OF DISTRIBUTION

At the heart of gendered disinformation lies a de-
liberate exploitation of power dynamics. Both state 
and non-state actors strategically target women and 
gender minorities to uphold traditional (gender) 
hierarchies, perpetuating inequality by silencing 
voices that challenge these norms. In this way, gen-
dered disinformation becomes a tool of social and 
political control, further marginalising already vul-
nerable groups while solidifying the power structu-
res that benefit from their exclusion (CFFP, 2025).

Gendered disinformation is spread by a diverse 
range of actors, including:

• Authoritarian states such as Russia and China 
and state-aligned actors seeking to control nar-
ratives around gender and sexual identity. Gende-
red disinformation and anti-gender narratives have 
been used to form alliances against ‘the liberal 
West’ and to destabilise democracies (U.S. Depart-
ment of State, 2023).

• Political parties and (male) political candi-
dates utilise gendered disinformation as a tool to 
undermine and discredit their political opponents 

by way of attacking women and gender minorities 
in positions of power.

• Online (far) right-wing groups and the anti-
gender movement: An increasingly transnatio-
nal movement of conservative to far-right actors, 
conservative think tanks, the Catholic Church, and 
‘concerned citizen initiatives’ has formed around 
anti-gender issues (Denkovski et al., 2021). The 
anti-gender movement frames liberal gender and 
sexuality norms and feminism as a threat to social 
order. It opposes policy goals related to, for exam-
ple, SRHR and LGBTQI* rights, arguing that such 
goals destroy the core identity of men and women 
and the basis of the traditional family, thus threa-
tening entire societies. The anti-gender movement 
often uses gendered disinformation to further its 
objectives (Graff & Korolczuk, 2021).

Influencers and fringe media outlets promote 
sensationalised or false information about gender-
related issues to build an audience, drive enga-
gement, or push ideological goals. These actors 
frequently use AI-driven tools to amplify their mes-
sages across both mainstream social media plat-
forms and more private, encrypted messaging 
apps.
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Channels of distribution include: 

Social media platforms: Platforms like Face-
book, Twitter/X, and YouTube are central to the 
spread of gendered disinformation. Here, algo-
rithms help amplify sensational, misleading con-
tent to maximise user engagement. This situation 
is exacerbated by developments like Meta’s deci-
sion to eliminate fact-checking measures in the 
US. 

Private messaging apps such as WhatsApp 
and Telegram serve as closed networks where 
disinformation spreads more covertly, often com-
plicating efforts to track or moderate it, with the 
exception of public messaging channels.

News media and fringe outlets: Traditional me-
dia or fringe websites also amplify gendered dis-
information by misrepresenting gender equality 
movements or feminist policy goals. Gendered 
disinformation often spreads on fringe websites 
and platforms first, to be later taken up by tradi-
tional media, a phenomenon coined ‘information 
laundering’ (Toucas, 2017).

Right-wing conservative think tanks: Right-
wing conservative and far-right parties have been 
found to promote illiberal gender politics through 
the establishment of alternative epistemic instituti-
ons (think tanks). These promote the work of ‘alter-
native intellectuals’ who distance themselves from 
‘the mainstream’ and spread gendered disinfor-
mation (Segers, 2025).
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PART 3: CASE STUDIES: 
GENDERED DISINFORMATION 
IN THE 2024 FRENCH AND 
US ELECTIONS

In partnership with the Institute for Strategic Dialogue (ISD), CFFP designed targeted case studies to 
analyse the spread of gendered disinformation in the run up to the 2024 French and US elections. The 
case studies were designed to document the scale of gender-based abuse directed at women and sexual 
and gender minority candidates during the respective electoral periods. The goal was to understand how 
gendered disinformation can be weaponised during elections to sow distrust, increase polarisation, and 
to undermine feminist policy goals and democratic imperatives.  

FRANCE

Background 
On the 9th of June 2024, the French far-right Natio-
nal Rally (RN) party received a record vote count in 
the European Parliamentary elections. In response, 
President Emmanuel Macron called snap national 
parliamentary elections, with the first and second 
rounds taking place on the 30th of June and the 7th 
of July 2024, respectively. During voting, in which 
the left-leaning coalition Nouveau Front Populaire 
came out on top, the number of female MPs elec-
ted fell compared to previous parliamentary electi-
ons in France.

There has been growing polarisation around topics 
related to gender in France in recent years, sug-
gesting that domestic actors are seeking to over-
turn advances in the rights of women and gender 
minorities and are using social media platforms 
to reach new audiences. This includes the growth 
of a French ‘Manosphere’ and the mobilisation of 
domestic anti-abortion networks following the over-
turn of Roe v. Wade in the United States in 2022.

Methodology 
ISD’s analysis of the 2024 French elections is pri-
marily based on a study of French Telegram chan-
nels. Researchers used open-source research 
and network expansion to compile a list of 188 
conspiratorial, 139 far-right and 69 pro-Kremlin 
French Telegram channels. They then compiled a 
list of keywords related to gendered abuse and 
mis- and disinformation, producing a dataset of 
all posts containing these keywords between the 
1st of April and the 30th June 2024 (the three 
months leading up to the first round of the French 
parliamentary elections). ISD researchers then se-
lected a sample of posts corresponding to each 
keyword. These samples underwent analysis in or-
der to identify salient narratives.

Researchers selected Telegram for initial analysis 
as, in comparison to other platforms, it lacks poli-
cies specific to misogynistic speech and images. 
It has also previously been criticised for the poor 
enforcement of content moderation guidelines. 
This decision allowed researchers more compre-

https://www.ouest-france.fr/elections/legislatives/legislatives-2024-la-parite-femmes-hommes-a-lassemblee-nationale-continue-de-reculer-94e4ac42-3d00-11ef-a94b-3d33d29d1a10
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hensive insights into gendered attacks, particularly 
from far-right groups and pro-Kremlin actors who 
are banned from other social media platforms. 
Based on these findings, ISD then conducted 
keyword searches on X (formerly Twitter) and two 
of Meta’s platforms – Facebook and Instagram – 
using the social media listening tools Brandwatch 
and CrowdTangle respectively. On TikTok, ISD con-
ducted manual searches to identify relevant trends 
on the platform, analysing a sample of top recom-
mended posts corresponding to keywords.

Key Findings: 

• Researchers found sexualised disinforma-
tion directed at women politicians in the form 
of posts depicting them as sexually promiscuous. 
They also found posts which appear to condone 
or encourage rape, reflecting a concerning nor-
malisation of violence against women. The latter 
came from the far-right outlet Réseau Libre, which 
was shut down by French authorities shortly after 
the elections because it called for the assassination 
of 180 political figures. 

• The gendered mis- and disinformation narratives 
identified by ISD came from a combination of far-
right, conspiratorial, pro-Kremlin and Kremlin-
affiliated actors. These actors frequently promo-
ted the same messages and reported on the same 
news events (e.g. Peru’s decision to label trans 
identity a mental disorder). This included domestic 

channels which were created in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and government responses.

• Anti-trans narratives featured prominently 
online. They were frequently promoted by pro- 
Kremlin or Kremlin-affiliated actors who depic-
ted trans rights as a sign of Western decline 
and attempted to use trans identities as a wed-
ge issue to further polarise online conversation. 
Transgender individuals were regularly depicted 
as mentally ill or as sexual predators who pose a 
threat to children. 

• Researchers identified many examples of gen-
dered mis- and disinformation targeting women in 
public life. Particular targets included women with 
intersecting identities (e.g. women of colour), 
women who espoused progressive politics, and 
women who have spoken out about misogynist 
violence. Politicians from ethnic minority back-
grounds were frequently depicted as terrorists, 
jihadists or foreign spies. Several public figures, 
particularly women of colour, were targeted with 
transphobic disinformation and wrongly depicted 
as men.
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Key Examples:
Gendered Disinformation Targeting Women and Minority Candidates 
On Telegram, researchers identified multiple gendered disinformation narratives targeting women 
in French politics, particularly public figures from ethnic minority groups. These narratives included 
racist and gendered rhetoric designed to depict these women as outsiders. This includes posts 
targeting Sarah El Haïry, who is French with Moroccan heritage, and also the first openly lesbian 
member of the French government.

Figure 1: 
A sample post from a French Telegram channel, which describes El Haïry’s Arab and lesbian identity as 
a sign that ‘the Republic wants to destroy [white people]’. The post says: “This LGBT Arab is in charge of 
the Ministry of Childhood, Youth and Family. She had a child via assisted reproductive techniques. If you 
haven’t understood that the Republic wants to destroy us, then you’re already dead.”

The research also identified multiple posts attacking Rima Hassan, a French Palestinian Member of 
European Parliament (MEP) and member of the left-wing La France Insoumise (LFI) party. Hassan is 
an outspoken supporter of Palestinian rights and statehood. Posts from far-right and conspiratorial 
channels promoted hateful anti-Arab narratives, falsely describing Hassan as Algerian or Syrian, 
and called for her deportation. 

Figure 2: 
The post on the left states that the author would be happy to support an “asylum-seeking application” for Has-
san to Algeria. It states “Rima Hassan is the sad example of a permissive immigration culture. We welcomed 
her parents, and we ended up with a daughter who supports foreign interests and who throws her ingratitude 
back in our faces. I for one will support her application for asylum in Algeria.” 
The post on the right features an interview with then-member of Reconquest Marion Marechal, in which she 
says, “I have never heard Rima Hassan say thank you to France for welcoming her parents.”
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Sandrine Rousseau from the French Green Party, 
an outspoken supporter of the #MeToo movement 
and LGBTQI* rights, was also a major target of 
gendered disinformation during the run-up to the 
2024 elections. Attacks included sexualised rheto-
ric which presented her as promiscuous or sexually 
deviant –  as well as anti-LGBTQI* narratives. One 
particular post on the Telegram channel associated 
with the now-banned far-right website Réseau Libre 
claimed that Rousseau wants the French to “have 
sex with trees”, adding that the “mentally ill” sup-
port “homophilia, paedophilia, zoophilia and now 
tree-ophilia [sic]”  

On the 12th of July, the same website, run by a 
French individual based in Russia, called for shoo-
ting 180 politicians, journalists, lawyers and other 
personalities “in the back of the head”, prompting 
the French government to shut it down. Although 
the website is no longer available, ISD collected 
messages from the Réseau Libre Telegram chan-
nel in the run-up to the election and identified 
several messages targeting Rousseau. One of the 
messages made sexual threats, stating that fellow 
Green politician Jean-Vincent Placé, accused ear-
lier this year of sexual assault, should “give [Rous-
seau] an education”. These crude posts reflect a 
normalisation of violent, sexualised content on the 
platform, and a broader attempt to undermine the 
credibility and competency of Rousseau, an out-
spoken supporter of women’s rights. 

Gendered attacks on Rousseau also featured pro-
minently on TikTok, where anti-left-wing accounts 
ridiculed Rousseau using similar kinds of gende-
red abuse. Across social media platforms, posts re-
ferred to Sandrine Rousseau as ‘Sardine Ruisseau’ 
or simply ‘sardine’, a nickname popularised by a 

parody account using the same name on both X 
and Meta-owned platforms. The administrator of 
the account, which has a similar number of follow-
ers to Rousseau’s official account (over 150k), has 
given interviews to far-right magazines, such as 
Causeur. Rousseau herself has accused the owner 
of sparking waves of online harassment against 
her, including rape and death threats. The use of 
coded language and terms such as ‘sardine’ all-
ows sexualised, highly abusive and context-based 
content to evade social media platforms’ content 
moderation efforts.

Figure 3: 

An example of a TikTok video targeting Rousseau, 
which describes her as a “scamologist and psychopat-
hic feminist”.



18

Anti-Trans Narratives and their Intersection with Other Forms of Hate 
ISD identified multiple anti-trans narratives in both Telegram channels and on other social media plat-
forms. Transphobic narratives weaponised a range of international events to depict trans individuals 
and their allies as mentally ill. The Peruvian government’s decision to classify gender dysphoria as 
a mental health disorder to facilitate access to mental health support – which was widely criticised 
by human rights organisations – was used in multiple posts on conspiratorial and far-right channels 
to defend the claim that trans identity is a mental illness. Posts also cited various controversies re-
lated to trans identity, frequently using sensationalist tabloid pieces. Pro-Kremlin channels actively 
promoted these narratives, depicting trans identity and trans rights as a reflection of Western values.

Figure 4: 
Examples of posts about trans identity in French Telegram channels. 
The post on the left refers to a Daily Mail article about the participation of trans athletes in sports. 
The post on the right wrongly represents the Peruvian government’s decision to provide mental health sup-
port for gender dysphoria as evidence that it considers trans individuals to be “mentally sick”.

The French release of an anti-trans book, Transmania, by Dora Moutot and Marguerite Stern, which 
discusses so-called “transgender ideology”, featured prominently on platforms including Telegram 
and X. Anti-trans narratives featured prominently on X, where they were promoted by far-right and 
ultra-conservative public figures with large followings.

Anti-trans rhetoric was also used to promote other hateful narratives, notably racist and misogynis-
tic speech. Posts claimed that the Popular Front is composed of “jihadists… fundamentalist women 
wearing the hijab and drag queens”, thus conflating anti-drag, anti-trans, racist and anti-minority 
narratives to paint all these communities as ‘outsiders’ who undermine French society. French 
Malian singer Aya Nakamura, who was celebrated in March 2024 by being selected to sing at the 
Paris Olympics, was frequently compared to drag queens and trans individuals, including public 
figures, who described her as an example of “France’s moral decline”.
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Figure 5: 
A widely shared post on X, which claims that France has become a country of “Islamists, anti-Semites, hooli-
gans, anti-white racists, fundamentalist women who wear the hijab, drag queens and antifa parasites”.

Conclusions 
Our analysis of the 2024 French parliamentary 
elections shows an active mobilisation by  a constel-
lation of far-right, conspiratorial, and pro- Kremlin 
actors who specifically targeted women in politics 
using misogynistic hate speech and disinformati-
on. Women with intersecting identities and women 
who have spoken out in favour of feminist policy 
goals were frequently targeted by these attacks.

The presence of violent and sexualised content on 
Telegram — including channels calling for the mur-
der of politicians — points to a troubling normalisa-
tion of online violence with potential offline rami-
fications. Incidents like the attempted kidnapping 
of Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer and the 
public assaults of women political leaders in India 
are just two recent examples demonstrating that 
women involved in politics can be targeted by hate-
ful attacks motivated by complex factors, including 

misogynistic sentiment.
The analysis also found that gendered disinforma-
tion campaigns in France were used to fuel anti-
trans sentiment and reinforce prejudices against 
gender non-conforming identities. Frequently 
observed narratives portrayed drag queens and 
LGBTQI* individuals as mentally unstable or sexu-
ally predatory, drawing on long-standing hateful 
and discriminatory tropes.

Transphobic narratives were also used to under-
mine women in public life, including women 
of colour and women who spoke out in favour 
of LGBTQI* rights. Transphobic narratives often 
overlapped with racist arguments, with women of 
colour deliberately misgendered and subjected 
to claims that they were born male. This demon-
strates how anti-trans narratives sit at the nexus of 
gendered and racist conspiracy theories.

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/sep/15/michigan-governor-kidnap-plot-men-acquitted
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/india/mamata-banerjee-attack-west-bengal-india-b1815806.html
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analyse reactions to these polarising incidents. 
Researchers also used Brandwatch to track miso-
gynistic and abusive language, using a list of rele-
vant keywords, including misogynistic slurs. This 
was supplemented by manual searches on X, Insta-
gram/Facebook, and TikTok to organically identify 
instances of misogynistic abuse or gendered misin-
formation campaigns, whether directed at public 
figures or at women’s and gender minority rights 
more broadly.

In addition to this, researchers examined the role 
of alternative health influencers in spreading gen-
dered disinformation and abuse. Drawing on prior 
ISD research that identified wellness content as a 
gateway to harmful narratives — including climate 
denial and electoral misinformation – they sought 
to understand how similar pathways might facili-
tate the spread of gender-related abuse and mi-
sinformation. Researchers selected 40 prominent 
wellness influencers (each with at least 50,000 
followers) who publicly supported the “Make Ame-
rica Healthy Again” (MAHA) movement, formed 
around former presidential candidate RFK Jr. These 
accounts were identified through organic searches 
of top-performing posts using hashtags such as 
#maha and #makeamericahealthyagain on Insta-
gram.

THE UNITED STATES

Background 
The 2024 US Presidential election took place amid 
a political climate of unprecedented polarisation 
and increasing hostility towards women and fe-
minist policy goals. In recent years, misogynistic 
mobilisation in the US has gained significant mo-
mentum, fuelled by events such as the election of 
Donald Trump and the Supreme Court overturning 
Roe v. Wade. Previous elections – including the 
2020 Presidential elections and the 2022 mid-
terms – were marked by widespread circulation of 
misogynistic language, gendered abuse, and hate 
speech. Actors included a loosely connected net-
work of groups of anti-feminist actors, influencers 
and online communities, known as the ‘Manosphe-
re’. These electoral cycles also saw a rise in anti-
LGBTQI* sentiment and the spread of increasingly 
hateful and conspiratorial narratives online, desig-
ned to attack queer and gender non-conforming 
individuals and to undermine feminist policy goals. 

Methodology
Between June and November 2024, researchers 
used media coverage to monitor gendered disin-
formation and abuse. They did so by identifying 
potential flashpoints for misogynistic mobilisation 
and controversies surrounding women in public 
life in the United States. They then used Brand-
watch, a social media listening tool, to track and 

https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/web-of-hate-a-retrospective-study-of-online-gendered-abuse-in-2022-in-the-united-states/
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Key Findings:

• Researchers identified attempts to curtail wo-
men’s rights through calls to ‘Repeal the 19th’ 
amendment in the run-up to the vote. These calls 
led to several spikes of harmful activity on X (for-
merly Twitter). Posts widely shared by influencers 
affiliated with the Manosphere were key in driving 
this spike. Many of these influencers have verified 
accounts with hundreds of thousands of followers 
and posted this content multiple times, in an ap-
parent attempt to generate engagement. Some in-
fluencers were deplatformed and demonetised 
from other social media platforms because of past 
violations of terms of service.

• In the immediate aftermath of the election, the 
slogan ‘your body, my choice’ (which co-opts the 
feminist slogan “My body, my choice”) was direc-
ted at women and spread widely. Between the 6th 
and 8th of November, it received over 100,000 
mentions per day; this appears to have been dri-
ven by a post by white nationalist influencer Nick 
Fuentes.

• Wellness influencers with substantial reach 
spread anti-LGBTQI* narratives in the run-up to 
the election. These included hostile, transphobic 
and fatphobic narratives targeting Assistant Se-
cretary for Health Rachel Levine. Wellness influen-
cers also deployed misleading health claims and 
misinformation to undermine LGBTQI* rights. 
These claims appeared in seemingly unrelated 
posts about nutrition and lifestyle, showing they are 
embedded in other forms of health-related content.
Our analysis highlighted a number of harmful gen-
dered narratives spread by a diverse range of ac-
tors in the run-up to the 2024 US elections.   

https://www.isdglobal.org/explainers/groypers/
https://www.isdglobal.org/explainers/groypers/
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Key Examples:
Spread of Misogynistic Slogans and Attacks on Women’s Reproductive Autonomy
On the day after the elections, on the 6th of November 2024, white nationalist podcaster Nick Fuen-
tes posted “your body, my choice” on X. Following the post, mentions of the slogan spread rapidly 
on X, with more than 100,000 mentions per day in the three days that followed the results. While 
some of the top posts condemned the use of the slogan, over half of the top ten most shared posts 
supported Fuentes and approved of the slogan.

Users on other social media platforms, including TikTok and Reddit, reported online harassment 
by accounts posting ‘your body, my choice’ content. Media reports highlighted the interaction bet-
ween online misogyny and offline abuse, including incidents in which boys chanted the slogan in 
classrooms in Wisconsin. Similarly, media reports demonstrated that TikTok users reported facing 
increased abuse from fellow users who used the slogan. 

Figure 6: 
Examples of high traction posts using the slogan ‘Your Body, My Choice’.
Researchers also tracked mentions of calls to ‘repeal the 19th [Amendment]’. Calls to repeal the 19th 
Amendment and strip women of the right to vote showed several spikes on X in the months leading up to the 
election, particularly between July and November 2024. There were several notable spikes in activity driven 
by misogynistic actors, with a particularly visible surge on the 22nd of October. Most widely shared posts on 
that day featured abusive and misogynistic language directed at women who support reproductive rights, 
with posts calling them ‘sluts’.

https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/your-body-my-choice-hate-and-harassment-towards-women-spreads-online/
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/11/11/business/your-body-my-choice-movement-election/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/11/11/business/your-body-my-choice-movement-election/index.html
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Figure 7: 
Examples of the most widely shared posts calling for the repeal of the 19th amendment on 22nd October.

Verified accounts with hundreds of thousands of followers published posts including the slogan 
‘repeal the 19th’ at regular intervals, attempting to generate engagement around a slogan calling 
for a curtailing of women’s rights. The posts below come from an account with over 900k followers.

Figure 8: 
Examples of messages calling for the repeal of the 19th Amendment.
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Laundering Anti-LGBTQI* Narratives: Wellness Influencers
Using a sample of widely followed (50k followers minimum) alternative health and wellness influen-
cers, researchers sought to identify how gendered mis- and disinformation and abuse can spread 
in specific online communities, thus shining a light on seemingly innocuous pathways towards 
harmful content. Their analysis found that wellness influencers promoted anti-LGBTQI* narratives 
through misleading health claims, and by weaponising fatphobic sentiment. 

Influencers shared memes featuring presumptive Secretary for Health Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who 
has used the slogan ‘Make America Healthy Again’ to describe his plans to overhaul the US he-
althcare system. These memes compared his physique to that of Assistant Health Secretary Rachel 
Levine and deployed transphobic and fatphobic tropes against the latter. These tropes were also 
weaponised to attack Democratic Presidential candidate Kamala Harris and her views on gender 
identity.

Figure 9:
Example of Instagram posts shared by health and wellness influencers using fatphobic and transphobic 
tropes.

These tropes echo previous research by ISD which found that abusive and transphobic content 
directed at Levine was recommended to users via Instagram and TikTok hashtags during the 2022 
midterm elections. The use of health-related narratives to spread similar abusive rhetoric demon-
strates how specific communities adapt their discourse to the potential concerns of their community 
in order to launder harmful views. The image-based and contextual nature of this abusive content 
can make it more difficult to detect by platforms’ content moderation systems.

Attacks on Levine were part of a broader anti-LGBTQI* discourse. Wellness influencers attacked 
gender minorities by using common anti- LGBTQI* tropes and topics which feature prominently 
in ‘culture war’ narratives, including by attacking inclusive language and the preferred use of pro-
nouns.
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Figure 10: 

Example of post attacking gender inclusive 
language and suggesting that transgender 
individuals are mistaken about their identity. 
The post received 4k likes.

Posts also attacked gender-affirming care, likening it to ‘castration’; they also sought to establish 
a parallel with vaccines, seeking to connect anti- LGBTQI* views with long-standing anti-vacci-
ne sentiment spread by wellness communities during the pandemic. Posts described individu-
als belonging to the LGBTQI* community as ‘groomers’, drawing on hateful tropes from wider 
anti-elite conspiracy theories. Some posts used soft, Instagram-friendly aesthetics, echoing the 
phenomenon known as ‘Pastel QAnon’, which was coined by researcher Marc-André Argentino. 
These views were thus spread in an image-based format, once again highlighting  potential gaps 
in moderating such content.

Figures 11 & 12: 
Examples of posts produced by widely followed wellness accounts. The post on the left received 11k likes.

Influencers combined misleading health claims with anti-trans and broader anti- LGBTQI* narrati-
ves, suggesting that chemicals in the water are influencing people’s sexuality and gender identity. 
Wellness influencer and MAHA advocate Alex Clark appeared on the conservative wellness and 
lifestyle podcast HIM & HER; she stated that oestrogen in the water supply was “turning frogs 
gay”, echoing previous statements made by Rober F. Kennedy Jr. and conspiracy theorist Alex 
Jones.

These examples show that wellness influencers who produce general interest content and are able 
to reach wide audiences are spreading gendered disinformation and abusive discourse, often 
through aesthetically appealing image-based content. This finding highlights the need for more 
research into the different online trajectories that lead users to this type of content and into how 
platforms’ curation and amplification systems might influence exposure to it.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2021/09/12/wellness-influencers-vaccine-misinformation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2021/09/12/wellness-influencers-vaccine-misinformation/
https://www.isdglobal.org/explainers/the-groomer-slur/
https://gnet-research.org/2021/03/17/pastel-qanon/
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/07/13/politics/robert-kennedy-jr-chemicals-water-children-frogs/index.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/09/14/alex-jones-5-most-disturbing-ridiculous-conspiracy-theories.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/09/14/alex-jones-5-most-disturbing-ridiculous-conspiracy-theories.html
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Conclusions
Our analysis highlighted a number of harmful 
gendered narratives spread by a diverse range 
of actors in the run-up to the 2024 US elections. 
Misogynistic slogans and calls to revoke women’s 
voting rights circulated widely, both before and 
after the election, contributing to instances of off-
line abuse and harassment. These messages were 
amplified by social media platforms due to fea-
tures that reward divisive content, further embed-
ding harmful narratives into public discourse.
At a time of continued and intensifying hostility 
towards sexual and gender minorities, the analy-
sis also found that influencers and communities 
with the potential to reach wide audiences inte-
rested in health and fitness content are spreading 
anti-LGBTQI* narratives. These communities used 
a combination of health misinformation and ab-
usive rhetoric to launder hostile views towards 
gender minorities, highlighting a complex nexus 
of online harms. 

These findings suggest that diverse actors can 
contribute to undermining women and gender 
minority rights via a range of tactics – from overt 
abuse to misleading claims which combine gen-
dered biases with other types of misinformation, 
including health misinformation. They highlight 
the need for social media platforms, government 
and relevant stakeholders to adopt comprehensi-
ve approaches to tackling online harms. Finally, 
they point to the need for continued research into 
the evolving nature, patterns and manifestations 
of gendered misinformation and abuse, and the 
need to stay abreast of malign actors’ efforts to 
weaponise social media platforms and evade de-
tection.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/ashoka/2023/05/04/why-social-media-amplifies-extreme-views--and-how-to-stop-it/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ashoka/2023/05/04/why-social-media-amplifies-extreme-views--and-how-to-stop-it/
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PART 4: POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

• Ensure that data access application proces-
ses and requirements for researchers are pre-
dictable and standardised across platforms, 
to the extent possible, especially when vetting 
procedures are required. Regulators such as Ar-
com must ensure that researchers have safeguards 
in place to protect user privacy and rights when 
processing platform data. However, it is crucial 
that regulators facilitate this process to ensure that 
researchers can easily obtain the data they need 
and that processes are not overly burdensome or 
bureaucratic. In the context of elections, it is parti-
cularly important that these processes are respon-
sive and enable research to be conducted in close 
to real-time during campaigning.

• Ensure that the types of data and metrics 
available via different Application Programm-
ing Interfaces (APIs) are, where possible, stan-
dardised to allow for meaningful cross-platform 
comparisons. Previous instances, such as political 
ad repositories from the 2019 European Parliamen-
tary elections, demonstrated the challenges posed 
by inconsistent data formats and metrics. By en-
suring compatibility and comparability of data, re-
gulators can significantly enhance the quality and 
coherence of research on electoral integrity and 
the efficacy of interventions. This will also allow 
them to be better positioned to establish reasona-
ble cross-industry expectations and standards.

As the findings of this briefing have demonstrated, 
gendered disinformation is a complex, multiface-
ted issue that demands urgent action and collabo-
ration. We therefore offer a set of policy recom-
mendations to combat online gendered abuse, 
disinformation, harassment, and hate. 

Recommendations for Regulators:

• Ensure that online platforms and services 
comply with requirements in the Digital Ser-
vices Act (DSA), including platform transparen-
cy and data access. This must be overseen and 
enforced via independent regulators such as 
Arcom. Access to platform data and transparent 
platform policies is of paramount importance for 
researchers and regulators, allowing them to mea-
sure the scale, scope and nature of online harms 
such as OGBV, as well as the effectiveness of the 
platforms’ mitigation measures. 

This should include:

• The EU’s Digital Services Act is a commendable 
effort to ensure platform transparency and data ac-
cess, but enforcement and platform compliance 
is key. The DSA requires that the largest platforms 
and search engines provide data access for vet-
ted researchers and facilitate access to data that is 
already public (DSA Article 40). If enforced cor-
rectly, this should protect a minimum standard of 
data access, which will provide an evidence base 
pertaining to OGBV harms and potential mitigation 
measures.
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• Develop and standardise reporting transpa-
rency for OGBV reporting efforts. Reporting 
transparency from platforms should enable exter-
nal researchers to track and scrutinise the scope 
and scale of OGBV and the enforcement of com-
munity guidelines over time.

• Include gender-disaggregated data: Platforms 
should develop enforcement reports that include 
gender-disaggregated data. This data should de-
tail community guideline violations, such as hate 
speech, indicating whether the violation was based 
on gender and other intersecting protected charac-
teristics. This will enable intersectional analysis and 
provide a clearer picture of how different groups 
are affected by OGBV.

• Standardise reporting efforts: Platforms should 
work with each other on cross-platform initiatives 
to standardise transparency reporting. This effort 
should align with global work being undertaken 
by UN Women to develop a statistical framework 
for technology-facilitated gender-based violence 
(TFGBV), and the UN Special Rapporteur on Free-
dom of Expression‘s development of a common 
definition for gendered disinformation.

In addition, the following steps are needed to com-
bat gendered disinformation online: 

• Beyond case-by-case evaluations: Gendered 
disinformation presents a systemic risk. Evaluating 
gendered disinformation on a case-by-case basis is 
insufficient, as individual instances may not meet 
the threshold for criminal liability. Only the cumula-
tive impact, viewed collectively, amplifies the harm.
Inclusive AI development: Feminist perspectives 

Policy Recommendations for Online Platforms 
and Services: 

• Consistently enforce existing policies on 
hate, discrimination and OGBV, and work with 
researchers and regulators to update relevant 
systems, policies and processes to reflect the 
latest research on the efficacy of mitigation 
measures

	 • Existing policies, such as content mo-
deration policies, should be enforced consistently 
and predictably.

	 • Transparency reports and publicly avai-
lable data should facilitate external scrutiny of cur-
rent policy enforcement and claims of addressing 
OGBV and hate. This should also provide an evi-
dence base to advocate for introducing platform 
policies and processes for protecting users against 
OGBV on platforms where this is still missing (e.g. 
Telegram).

	 • Platforms should expand their coordina-
tion with regulators, academia and civil society, a 
crucial measure for maintaining a trustworthy and 
safe online environment, particularly during elec-
tion periods. Effective communication channels 
before, during and after elections can provide plat-
forms with valuable insights to address emerging 
threats and adapt to new challenges in the digital 
landscape. Such coordination can also inform the 
adjustment and updating of platform policies to 
reflect new developments.
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should be included in the development and regu-
lation of AI systems to avoid embedding gender 
bias in algorithms and ensure that AI tools promote 
gender equity. 

• Global cooperation and multi-stakeholder ap-
proaches: Tech companies must collaborate with 
governments, international organisations and femi-
nist civil society to address the transnational nature 
of gendered disinformation, combining efforts to 
protect electoral integrity and democratic partici-
pation. 

• Support for women and sexual and gender 
minorities in public life: Legal protections and 
mental health resources should be available for 
women in public life, particularly those targeted 
by gendered disinformation, in order to safeguard 
their participation in politics and public discourse. 

• Education and digital literacy: Governments 
should adopt a whole-of-society approach. This 
should include efforts to build inclusive educatio-
nal initiatives. These should be targeted primar-
ily towards individuals from underrepresented 
groups, communities with low rates of literacy, 
rural communities and older generations. In this 
spectrum, gender sensitivity approaches in critical 
media literacy are encouraged (Liuti & Morbidini, 
2025).

• Increased funding for research: Policymakers 
should increase funding for research on the impact 
of gendered disinformation and gender-based vio-
lence to add to the understanding of the pheno-
menon and develop more targeted approaches to 
respond to its causes and effects.
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CONCLUSION

Gendered disinformation is an escalating threat to democracy, human rights, and gender equa-
lity (Judson et al., 2020). The 2024 French and US election case studies reveal its sophisticated 
and coordinated nature and transnational reach. Women and other gender minorities, parti-
cularly those with progressive values and/or intersectional identities, were the most frequent 
targets of hate and harassment campaigns. 

Importantly, both case studies reveal an ecosystem of online violence, where gendered disin-
formation intersects with racism, xenophobia, and anti-LGBTQI* discourse, often disguised as 
‘debate’, ‘satire’, or even ‘health advice’. Platforms and influencers across wellness communities, 
political movements, and fringe networks spread and amplified hateful rhetoric, blurring the 
line between disinformation and mainstream debate. As these actors work to normalise violent 
and discriminatory rhetoric against women, as well as other gender and sexual minorities, on-
line misogyny can and does translate into offline intimidation, exclusion, and real-life harm.

With the severity of the threat in mind, coordinated responses are urgently needed. Tackling 
gendered disinformation requires the integration of feminist perspectives into policy responses, 
to ensure that the unique harms faced by women and marginalised groups are effectively ad-
dressed. It requires coordinated action, transparency from tech platforms, and the improvement 
and compliance with policies like the DSA to protect democratic processes and support margi-
nalised voices. 
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